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Reflections

Barney Kelly CSSp

The bungee
jump of faith
Christians the world over
proclaim their belief in God in
the same words every Sunday.
Their creed reaches a crescendo
at the sentence: “For us and for our salvation he came down
from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he was born of
the Virgin Mary, and became man.” The faith of each one is
personal even if all use the same words to express it.
For me the creed came alive in a new way when I read an
article by Yves Congar OP on the phrase “For us and for our
salvation.” It seemed to answer so many questions.

For us and
our salvation

Why did Jesus have to undergo the anxieties of adolescence,
the misunderstandings associated with striking out on his own?
For us and for our salvation.
Why did he have to weep in frustration over Jerusalem, weep
in heartbreak by the grave of his friend, Lazarus?
For us and for our salvation.
Why did he have to experience betrayal, denial, crucifixion?
For us and for our salvation.
Why did he entrust the future of his mission to people who
were weak and fearful?
For us and for our salvation.
Why? Why? Why?
For us and for our salvation.
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Faith is a many splendoured thing. In my first
forays into theology, it was described in terms
of an intellectual assent to Christian truth that
we are able to achieve with the aid of grace.
Faith is God’s gift to us.
Later faith acquired a fresh focus. It was
described in terms of personal commitment.
The atmosphere was more existential and the
emphasis was on the responsibility that comes
with being a Christian.
As more attention was paid to religious
pluralism, Christian faith underwent another
shift in self-expression. Relativism threatened
and the emphasis seemed to shift from the faith
of the believer to the faithfulness of God. We
may be unfaithful but God remains faithful.
God has chosen us in his son, Jesus, whom
he raised from the dead, the firstborn of many
brothers and sisters. Because he is alive we
believe we have a future. This is preposterous.
With the slim but sturdy line of faith as
our only security, we take the leap of the
bungee jumper.

